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A Letter of a French Proteſtant concerning the 
late Miracle reported to-bave been done neer to 
_ the Town of Saumur, 


SIR, pn _ 

derceive you have heard of the vaunting of the Rowan Ca- 
iÞ tholicks, who boaſt that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt appeared yi- 
fibly upon one of their Altarsthe 2d of Juze laſt paſt; and alſo 
that the Biſhop of Azgers hath written a paſtoral letter, wherein 
he relates that upon Saturday, within the Octave of the Sacra- 


ment, 'Jeſus Chriſt did manifeſt himſelf in the Hoſt ina Pariſh 


near theTownot S$4a#mur:and this to induce the People to yeild 
a-greater veneration to their Sacrament; and alſo to convince 


_ the Heretichs, ( ashe ispleaſed tocall us.) who deny the real 


Preſence of Chriſts Body, under the Species of Bread and Wine, 
And they brag ſo high of this Story, that they have fent Copies 
of the ſaid Letter out of the Realm, tranſlated in Forrein Lane: 
guages. But give me leave, Sir, to tell you, that their Boaſting 
Is not good; for in that relation there is no{ffi cient ground to 
juſtifie their Tenents, concerning the Sacrament. I confels that 


Miracles are a Seal to the true Religion, and a ſtrong Teftimo- 


ny to the truth ofthofe Doctrines which they countenance: for 
God, who is a God of Truth and not as Man, that he ſhould lye, 
cannot alterthe courſe of Nature, nor ſtretch out his 0z2n7ipo- 
tent Arm, toyeild Teſtimony to a Falſhood; and he is fo good 
and merciful, that it impliesa contradiction that he ſhould be- 
come the Deceiver of Mankind; but note, that it is only true and 
real Miracles that can evidence a divine Teſtimony, and not 
every thing that is apt to raiſe admiration in us becauſe of our 


- Unacquantednelſs with the cauſcs of it, or manner of its pro- 


ductionz 


3] | 
duQtion; much leſs a meer Juggle and Impoſture, whereby the Tit Li 
Eyes of men are deceived. The Heathers of 01d, boaſted much. 7 
of Miracles and Wonders. Janes, and Jambres with their en- 94 1ib: 
chantments did in the hike manner as Moſes. &pollonins, Thia- Aaarl 
2£us, would ſuddenly vanilh from the -ght of men; the 2/a- Exod.; 
bumetan Fryers did ſtrange Feats before Busbequins 3 Simon Ma- py uu 
| - ; " = loft 
gus dogged the Apoſtles, as it were at their heels, that he might e;usvit 
overthrow the Faith, And we lee that Chriſt hath foretold, Epiſt. 4 
There ſhould ariſe falſe Prophets that ſhould ſhew great Signs and Seq 
Wonders, $c. St. Paul declares, that the coming of the Man of Baron. 
Sin ſhould be after the Working of Satan with all Power; and the SP2nd-; 
divine Apo#le attributes the power of working Miracles to that 7%, 7, 
ſecond Beaſt that he beheld 1n Prophetick Raptures. Do the : 4- 24 
Romaniſts expeCt our Aſſent? they ſhould then produce ſome of 37% 
thoſe great and true Miracles, which are the Finger of God, and 14.anc 
cannot be wrought out but by an infinite Power; ſuch as are x94. 
the railing of a man from the dead. The giving of Sight to a | 
man born Bliad. And not ſome {light Event, fuch as may be | 
wrought by the Devil,fit only toamuſe the mind,and raiſe ſome =-—| 
admiration; ſuch as is this Apparition whereot they boaſt at 
preſ{cnt.Nor dol herein wrong them by putting this in the rank 
of thoſe wonders which the Devil is able to ettect, to keep up 
his intereſt inthe world, for. you know that he could perſonate 
Samnel: and Gabriel Biel,a Door of their communion acknow- 1. Sar 
ledgeth, that the Apparitions of Fleſh and Blood1a the Sacra- Be: 
ment, ſo much talked of, may be wrought by the Deluſton of 45, © 
the Devil, to deceive thoſe that are corrupt in their worſhip; God 
permitting them to be thus deluded, to puniſh their Tafidelity. Allo. 


Szarez, 4learned Jeſuit,confelles that fuch Apparitions may be 
| | = Hares 


efte&ed by the power of Satan, or by a firong Imagination; ſo," © 
that much Diſcretion, Warineſs, and Wiſdom, is necafull to avoid aijp.; 
edudion by them. | <7; at 
But” while you hear me thus diſcourling, .miſtake me nor + 

as if in the leaſt I gaye any credit this pretended Apparition. 
2 


Truly 
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{| Truly the pajiſs are too too much to be ſuſpeCted 3 and tiiey are 
' guilty of too many Impoſtures to be beleived upon ſlo flight 
'* grounds. Iam not ignorant of the Devicesof their Azonks, 
'* whohave ſometimes gon. beyond the Devi! in Impudence 3 1t 
| >59. Famous Pope Pins theſecond may be beleived. I know their 
7 »rex- ſeveral Juglings which they would have the World totake for 
: wet tryze Miracles : as for example, at Muret neecr Tholoſa, they 
b A " madea hole in the back of the Image of a Crncifix, through 
: went which they put the Branch of a Yize, that the Cruciffx might 
£9 beſeento weepat that time that the /7zes do bleed. At Bern 
Zr. in Switzerland about the beginning of the laſt Century, ſome 
- Dominican Fryers were burnt for hiding themſelves within 
* k5o7 the Statue of the Yirgin Aary, and then making Moans, and 
- -- living ſuch Anſwers as might procure credit to their Opinion. 
: of her Conception .in Original Sin, which they maintained a- 
> gainſtthe Franciſcans, I remember alſo to have read in Slezdan 
* #9. andin Wierns, that inthe year 1534, the Franciſcans of Orleans 
” we. id a young Novice, who with Groans counterteited the Soul of 
= 9p. the Wife of the Provoſt of the City, ( who it ſeems dyed with- 


al 
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- out giving ought to their Convent Jand declared, that for that 
= cauſeſhe wastormented, intending by this trick to make the 


Z- Proteitants odious, and to get ſomething of the Provoſt 5 but 
= _ _ thecheat was diſcovered, and thetwo Plotters of this Impo- 
| Rure,Columannus and Stephanus of Arras,Doftors of Divinity, 
were condemned by tie Judges, whom the Kirg and Cardinal- 

| *  Legat appointed for Commiſſuners inthat Cauſe to an a;erd 
bonorableasthey callit; that is toa publick recantation of the 
: . cheatoveragainſtthe Cathedral Church, and at the place where 
- ._ #HalefaFors are ulyally put to death. TI have read alſo of an 
7 ag. Image inthe time of HENAT the8th, of England, that was 
/ « foartificially contrived,that a man might hide himſclf in it, and 
: = ſtir tae hands of the Image to receive gitts which were pretent- 
= __ ed, and makeitlook diſcontented on ſuch as gave but little, but 
cheartully on fuch as gave liberally, Which was publickly 


fhewed 


x 


[51 | - 
ſhewed at St. Pau/s by the Biſhop of Rocheſter, and there bro” ; 
ken in peices, the people laughing at that which they adored | 
but an hour before. T tefe proofs of the Impoſtures practiſed 
amongſt the Rowaniſts,are further made good by che teſtimony | 
of Nicolaus Lyranns a Romiln Fryer, who complaineth of the 27. in cap. 
many and great abuſes that are committed by the connterfeitireg Pawel. | 
of Miracles bx Priefis for Worldly gains Gerſon Chancellor of . 
the Sorboz, complained allo of the ſame,comparing the World Cges lib. 
to an old doating Fellow whoſe head is full of dreams and illuſrons. yo a falſe 
| Melchor Canus, Biltop of the Canaries, complaineth alfo with Ceni ccor.cor 
oricf, thatin the Rowan Legends areto be found wore WMowfiers,"," - Sg 
than Miracles, and that the Compiler thereof had an Tron Month © 
and a leaden Heart : and the famous 2/onſteur Godeau now Biſhop 
of Yence, acknowledgeth inthe Preface of his EccleſtaZtical 
Hiſtory, publiſhed 16 ycars agone, that'thoſe Legends are not yet 
well purged of the Errours crept into them during the Barbarity of | 
the latter Ages. Yea,cven our Parliaments have bcen obliged to 4rr##- de 7 
paſs decrces to put a ſtop to the Boldnels that was taken to??*" | 
counterfeit Miracles, 5 

Fadg now, Sir, whether there is not” juſt grounds to.call in 
queſtion all theſe Wonders ſomuch cryed up inthe Rowan 
Church; and particular Iy this Apparition whereof they now 
boaſt, But to ily you how vain it feems, confidet firſt, it is 
falſe which they alledg inthe Tile of the Letter you ſent me 
from E7g/a:d, tliat there appearcd at what time the Proteftants 
heldthcir Szz2d in the Town of Saumur, They thought doubt- 
leſs by that circumſtance to advance the credit of 1t; but obſerve 
their Rowan a,or rather Punica fides and how they may be 
truſted, They tay the Miracle appeared the 2d, of June, and 
yet the $Sizod did not meet until the 14, which is twelve dayes 
atter. And moreover they write from Sarnzur, that this pre- 
tended Apparition was variouſly reported b; the Curate otthe 
place where it was ſeen ;| before ©!ic Biſbop 5! Angers had pub- 
liſhed it fora Miracle, one Monſieur Hubcrt, late nas” 
of 
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of the Court of s a4mur, Who ({tood hard by the Altar at that 


inſtant, faw nothing; and when he was wilht to approach neer- 
e&r, anſwered it was needleſs, that he had Faith enough to be- 
leive, Others ſay they only faw the Hoſt ive!] as big as a mans 
Finger;others that were preſent athi m,that what is fancied, was 
only from the RefleCtion of the Light. In fine, do but conſider 
the Rigour they ule again{t any that contradict this feigned Mi- 
raclez they impriſoned a Proteſtart at Angers for denying that 
it was truth ; and almoſt plundered another at Sammy, becauſe 
helaught at the Story. And you will find it plain, they are a- 
fraid that any exa& Enquiry ſhould be made of the Truth of it, 
Indeed the Biſhop of 4zgers hath authorized it; but here note, 
that he is one of the four Biſhops that at this preſent are fallen 
under the Pope's Diſpleaſure,and are perſecuted for being. Jaz- 


ſeniſts, ſo that he hath been conſtrained to affiſt in this pious 
Fraud, for fear leaft he ſhould be accounted a Hugorot. For 
. amongſt the Papiſts, that man ſhall hardly be eſteemed a ſound 


Catholick, that queſtions theſe popular Traditions, be they never 


ſo groundleſs, as the aforeſaid Bilhop of Perce confeileth in the 


Preface of his Hiſtory, Doubtlels men are apt to ſpeak deceitful- 

ly for God; and to think that he ſtands in need of their Lyes, 
and are ready to make uſe of all kinds of Teſtimonies to con- 

firm what they fancy, for a Truthz witneſs ſeveral Writings of 
the S;bz]s which were forged in the pureſt times of Chri(t; aniſnr: 
no wonder then the Biſhop hath been perſwaded to approve 
this pretended Apparition, which did ſeem to him ſo fit to in- 
flame the devotion of hisPeople, and to convince thoſe whom 
he calleth Hereticks. Certainly if Father Sexaxlt a famous 0- 
ratorian Prieſt, though he confeſlcth that the ſtreams of anci- 
ent Writers, never reckoned Raizm0ud Nounat amongſt thoſe 
that were created Cardinals by Gregory the gth; and though he 
knew full well thatin that age Cardinals wore no Purple, 
icruples not ina Sermon made in his praiſe, to affirm he was a 
Cardinal in his Parple-Robe, becauſe this Impreſſion could work 
hs KEI NL I PA EC 5, | Ping Fa 
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4 notable effe® in the mind of his Auditors, who cannot chuſe 
(Gith he.) but tobe raviſht when they aretold that he that was 
formerly a Slave amongſt the Turks, was feleCted by the Pope to 
be promoted to the Dignity of a Cardinal; no marvel if the Bi- 
ſhop of Azgers hath authorized this pretended A Pparition, of 
which, as you may perceive by his Letter, he expe@s alſo nota» 
ble Effe@s. * x 

But to draw toan end, conſider of what validity the evi- 
. dence of this-matter can be, being only grounded upon the de- 
poſitions of certain Country Peaſants, who in matter of ſuper- 
{tition, are not credible at all eſpecially ina device that is like 
to be profitable to their Villagez as Monſteur de Marolles, a fa- 
mous Abbot doth obſerve it in his Writings, Ignorant People, 
C faith he) in their ſuper3#ition ſee not that which they ſtedfaiF- Marllecin 
ly look, upon. And he proveth that, by this following Story, 7 
There was a ſtrong report at Paris, that an Image of our Lady, 
( as he calls the Yirgin Mother ) being ſhot witha P3ftol by a 
Heretick, the Wound: bled; and this was atteſted by a great 
number of Perſons who faid they were eye-witnefles, and that 
above fifty thouſand People had ſeen 1t, as well as they; yet go- 
ing himſelf to ſee the Image, he found that the report was ut- 
terly falſe, I could bring other Inftances to ſhew hoy little cre- 
dit ought to be given in ſuch matters to the Yulgar, who often- 23,,4.1;9; 
times 1s willing to be deceived,as was obſerved by the Cardinal 17. 
Caraf, who when he made his entry 1nto Parzs, beholding the 
Peoyle round about him in the ſtreets upon their Knees, ſigning 
them with the croſs, ſaid ſeveral times, Quandoquidem populns 
iſte vnlt decepi decepiatur: Seeing they are willing to be abuled, 
let them be abuſed, But I will only put you in mind what may 


. *-be you have read as wel as linthe Hiſtory of our Church, about 


\ ©.a Pigeon at Borrges, which being wounded by a {hot,and flying Zeclefas. 
Notwithſtanding, lighted upon an Image; where he let ſome of #917 , of 


burches  « 


* =* -ajs Blood drop; which was no ſooner perceived, but Prie$fs and gay tom, 


People with the Croiles and Banners, Klockt in pruceſtion to the 
| Image. 
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k Theſe things conſidered, you will grant me, that the Papiſfs, e- 
; ven thoſe that imagine they have ſeen an Apparition, tar from 
| venturing upon fuch foul Idolatry as is the adoring the Sacra- 
ment of Bread and Wine, ſhould miſtruſt themſelves, and take 
| counſel of Pope Gregory the 11th, who lying on his Death-bed 
; with the Hoſt in his hands, remembring how he had been 
| cheated by the Impoſtures of Catharina Senenſis, lerioutly ex- 


boſon traf  horted all that were preſent, to beware of thoſe Men or Women, 
mime doit- that talk of Apparitions, as we read.in Gerſon. And imitate 


3 
| ppoph. Anas Eibliotheca Patrum, who would never give Ear toa ſhape of 
ore. Egypr. Jeſus ChrifF which ſeemingly appeared to him, nor ſhew any 
+5-cop-7T- reſpett toit, T7 ſhall enjoy him by Viſton { (aid he ) whenT. 
; am in Heaven 5 it is eyoneh for me, whileit T am upon earth, 
'Cor. 5.7. + to ſee him by Faith, For indeed, in this life we are to walk 
20.10, by F aith, and not by Sight, and bleſſed are they that have not 
ſeen, and yet have beleived. TheLord imprint the Love of his 
\ Theſe 2,10, Truth in the Hearts of Men, that they be no more ſo eaſily 


y perſwaded to believe Lyes;, and grant that his Charch aflault- 
| ed fo many wayes, may trumph over theſe that wozxld rob 
her of what ſhe hath, and take away ber Crown. 


2 FEED Your Fricad and Servant 
Auguſt 23, 1668, TH 
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that ancient Godly Man mentioned in the 9tþ Tome of the” + 


